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A Note from the Executive Director

April is a season of growth, a time when we begin to see what's possible as new ideas take shape and
momentum builds. It’s a fitting time to share a glimpse of what we're creating for this year’s Didlake
Foundation Gala.

This year’s celebration will offer more than an evening together, it will be an experience. Guests will be
immersed in thoughtfully designed moments that reflect the power of connection, community, and
opportunity.

At the heart of the evening is a reimagined giving experience, “Let Opportunity Bloom,” where we will
come together in a shared moment of impact, symbolizing how, together, we can help opportunity grow.

From meaningful storytelling to interactive elements throughout the night, each detail is being
intentionally crafted to create an atmosphere that is both inspiring and unforgettable.

| look forward to sharing more with you in the months ahead, and to welcoming you on November 7 for
an evening where every moment helps opportunity bloom.

Visit bit.ly/DFgala2é to purchase tickets or explore sponsorship opportunities today. In fact, two
sponsorship levels have already sold out!

With gratitude,
- )(‘,f /{ Ly f'

Kelsey D'éWispeIaere, CFRE, ACNP
Executive Director
The Didlake Foundation, Inc.

Stay tuned

Exciting announcements are on
the way, including special guests,
program highlights, and
meaningful ways to engage. We
look forward to sharing more
with you soon.
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Sanily Story Setied

Finding Purpose: The Turning Point

When JP first began services with Didlake, his family hoped for stability and opportunity. What they
witnessed was something even deeper. “He has found a purpose and something to focus on.”

That single shift, purpose, transformed more than JP’s daily routine. It strengthened his confidence,
direction, and sense of identity.

With the support of Didlake’s employment team, JP found work that matched both his strengths and his
needs. Through ongoing job coaching, he developed strategies to manage stress, maintain focus, and
succeed in the workplace. For JP, a “good day” now looks like this:

e Maintaining his calm

e Staying focused

¢ Celebrating what he can do

These may seem like small victories to some, but for JP and his family, they represent growth, resilience,
and independence. Behind the scenes, this progress required partnership, communication, and
advocacy — especially from JP’s family.

In our final article with JP and his family, we'll explore the role of family support and why their story is truly
about teamwork.

Gabriel Homes is hosting an All Abilities Block Party!

This first-ever Block Party will celebrate the abilities and
inclusion of all members of our community. It will feature fun
activities and interactive stations to learn about community
resources. And what's a block party without food? Working
with Kalypso Sports Tavern, Gabriel Homes will provide free
lunches for all attendees. Community members will be able
to meet residents, staff, and board members from Gabriel
Homes and learn how they engage and contribute
throughout Reston and beyond.

Event Details:

When: Saturday, April 11,2026, 11a.m.to 2 p.m.
Where: Lake Anne Plaza, Reston, Va.

Cost: Free and open to allwho RSVP

Click here to RSVP today and share the link with friends, family, and connections.

E E ; Supporter Spotlight!

We're proud to recognize Bank of America as the Photo Booth Sponsor
for the Didlake Foundation’s 2026 Gala.

Through their commitment to strengthening communities and expanding
economic opportunity, Bank of America continues to make a meaningful

\\
// impact. Their support helps us capture the moments that matter most,
celebrating connection, community, and inclusion throughout the evening.
Thank you, Bank of America, for helping us create a night to remember and
BANK OF AMERICA forinvesting in a more inclusive future.

DFoundation@didlake.org 571-632-1465
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